
1.The World in a wall 

1. Answer the following questions. 

a. Gerald hunts for animals in an ancient, crumbling wall that surrounds his garden. It is a good place      

to find animals because many different creatures live in the cracks of the wall and under the bulges 

of the old plaster. 

b. Animals that Gerald finds: 

i. in the day: hunting wasps, caterpillars, spiders, flies, dragon-flies, wall lizards 

ii. at night: toads, geckos, crane-flies, moths 

c. Pupils should be encouraged to search and make notes before sharing them with the class. 

i. Larry: Gerald’s older brother; he talks a lot; he is an adult; he smokes and thinks the matchbox  

that Gerald has used is one full of matches; he flings his arm out when he sees the scorpion;    

he does not share Gerald’s love of animals; the shock of the incident makes him scared of 

matchboxes. 

ii. Roger: a pet dog; Gerald likes him and feeds him at mealtimes even though he is not supposed    

to; he barks wildly when the incident happens; Gerald takes him on walks - he is a companion        

to Gerald. 

d. Gerald thinks the female scorpion is wearing a pale fawn (brown) fur coat. All her babies are 

clinging to her back which is what creates the impressions that she is wearing a fur coat. 

e. Gerald forgets about the scorpions because he gets busy with feeding his dogs lunch. 

f. Gerald’s mother is soaked by water after Margo tries to throw it at the scorpions and misses. 

Gerald’s mother is so shocked that she is left gasping and unable to speak. 

g. Gerald stays away from the family in the afternoon because he knows they blame him for the 

incident that happened earlier, at lunch, and wants to keep out of their way. 

h. The repercussions of the incident are that Gerald develops a phobia of matchboxes and his mother 

decides to stop Gerald from exploring the animal world by getting him a tutor. 

2. 2 Answer the following questions with reference to context. 

I completely forgot about my exciting new captures. 

a. Gerald forgot because lunch distracted him. 

b. He captured the creatures because he was enraptured by them, and because he wanted to see the 

young scorpions grow up. 

c. The captured creatures were in a matchbox. 

d. Larry thinks that the matchbox is full of matches, he opens it while talking, and the scorpion climbs    

out on to his hand. He gets a big shock and flings the scorpions onto the table which makes   

everyone panic and things become chaotic. 

 
B WOrkiNg WiTh WOrdS 

1. Use the following words in sentences of your own to show that you understand what they mean. 

You will find the words in the story. 

Encourage pupils to use a dictionary to check the meanings and the usage of the words. They should    

try to find out what type of word (verb, adjective, adverb, noun) each one is before using them in 

sentences of their own. Remind them that some of the words can be used in different ways so they 

need to look at them in context. (Their stomachs bulged. - verb; The wall had a bulge on it. - noun;    

There was a bulging wall in the garden. - adjective; etc.) 

a. bulging: swelling outwards; sticking out; (verb) 

b. reluctantly: with hesitation; unwillingly (adverb) 

c. enraptured: extremely pleased by (verb) 

 



 

d. surreptitiously: secretively, sneakily (adverb) 

e. oblivious: unaware (adjective) 

f. inhabitant: a person or animal that lives in a place (noun) 

g. dawdling: being slow (verb) 

h. confetti: small pieces of coloured paper traditionally thrown on birthdays and marriage 

ceremonies (noun) 

2. There are some common collective nouns. Can you match them correctly, and write them in your 

notebook? 

 flock of sheep 

a range of hills a litter of puppies 

a colony of ants a school of fish 

                a  heap of stones a deck of  cards 

a flock of sheep a bunch of  keys 

a  herd of cows a pack of wolves 

a pack of hounds   

4  Underline the interjections in the following. 

5 Find three interjections in the story 

6 Make a list of any interjections that you can think of. 

Stopping by woods on a snowy evening 

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening 
1. Add the suffix –y to these words, and then use the new words you have made in sentences of 

your own. Be careful with the spelling! 

a. fluffy Add the suffix -y to these words, and then use the new words you 

have mb. funny c. leafy d. sugary e. bendy 

Pupils will use the words they have formed in sentences of their own. 

2. Add the suffix -y to the following, where possible. Not all the words can take the suffix -y, so 

check in a dictionary. And be careful about some spelling changes. 

a. red (ruddy) b. runny c. shady d. close (x) e. shout (x) 

f. thorny g. weighty h. cold (x) i. snowy j. sunny 

3. Abbreviations 

Note: The word abbreviation comes from the Latin word ‘brevis’ meaning short. Usually, it consists of       

a letter or group of letters taken from the word or phrase. Sometimes abbreviations are formed from 

syllables, for example, did you know that Interpol is an abbreviated form of International Police? The 

punctuation of abbreviations can be problematic. Differences exist between the UK and US systems, 

and various institutions adopt their own methods. The one point to bear in mind is to be consistent, 

whichever system one wishes to employ. Full stops are less frequently used these days. 

 
 

 

Some words that 
may be used. 

e. SLC f. MD g. TU h. PhD (DPhil.) 

i. SE j. BEd (B.Ed.)    

Write the short form (contractions) for the following. 

a. I’m b. haven’t c. they’ve d. we’re 

e. can’t f. they’ll g. shan’t h. it’s 

i. they’re j. won’t k. I’d l. she’ll 



1. Use the words in sentences of your own—once as a noun and once as a verb. 

Pupils will make their own sentences. Ask them to find the words in a dictionary and to read the 

meaning of each word as a verb and as a noun. 

Examples: 

a. Line your shelves with paper to protect your books. (v) 

The man was standing on the line in the middle of the road. (n) 

b. He surfaced from his dive near the side of the pool. (v) 

The surface of the water was cut by the shark’s fin. (n) 

c. I water the garden every day. (v) 

The water in the lake is clear and sparkling. (n) 

d. The people could sense that the shark was near, but could not see it. (v) 

Some people have no sense. (n) 

e. A potter can shape clay into pots. (v) 

The shape of a pot is not always the same. (n) 

f. The taste of mangoes is delicious. (v) 

Afzal tasted the lime juice and found it was sour. (n) 

g. ‘Let’s all go for a swim,’ shouted Aamer. (n) 

We like to swim in the sea. (v) 

2. State whether the underlined words are nouns or verbs. 

a. Time should not be wasted. (n) 

b. We can easily time how long it will take by using a stopwatch. (v) 

c. The flies settled on the piece of bread. (n) 

d. He flies to many different countries each year. (v) 

e. She pays rent for her apartment. (n) 

f. We rent an apartment. (v) 

                          2.Does He Remember? 

A COmprEhENSiON 

1. Answer the following questions. 

a. When Mike arrived at the gate he saw a sign that said ‘Beware of Dogs’. Pupils may also list the 

other things he sees and the scrawled addition on the sign. 

b. Mike did not climb over the gate because he knew that the sign might be true and because he was    

too old. 

c. Yes,  Mike had been to the house before. We  know because it says that he was, ‘thinking about all   

the occasions he had visited this very house’ and because he remembers Nabil’s dogs as puppies. 

d. Nabil was sitting in a large, dark living room. 

e. Marmaduke reacted angrily to Mike as soon as he smelt him. 

f. Mike left the property by running out and leaping over the gate. 

2. Answer the following questions with reference to context. 

a. ‘Can you be sure?’ asked Mike. 

i. Nabil 

ii. Marmaduke does not remember how Mike used to worry him. 

iii. No. He asks the question again to double check. 

 

 

 



b. Nabil acted just in time. 

i. Marmaduke leaped forward in an attempt to attack Mike. 

ii. He threw himself on top of the dog, pinning it firmly to the floor, slowing it down. 

iii. Only temporarily. Marmaduke is strong and Mike later sees him at the window, so he must 

have gotten free from Nabil’s hands. 

 

B WOrkiNg WiTh WOrdS 

1. Copy and complete the following. You will find the words in the passage, but try to do it without 

looking! 

a. determinedly b.  convinced c.  squeaked, screeched d. scrambling 

2. Which of the following words are incorrect? Correct the mistakes. 

a. collapsed b.   obviously c.   cacophony d.   annoyed 

e. apparent f. illuminated g.   ferocious h.   scrawle 

C  LEArNiNg ABOuT LANguAgE 

 

PUNCTUATION  

1. without looking at the story, copy the passage below, but put in the correct punctuation marks  as 

you do so. When you have finished, read what you have written to see if it all makes good 
sense. 

 2.  Make lists of verbs and adverbs in the following passage 

3.Find six interesting verbs and six interesting adverbs in the chapter Does He Remember? 

This Morning is Our History Test  
1. Match the idioms given above with the descriptions given below. 

 

a. as firm as rock b. as cool as a cucumber 

c. as bold as a lion d. as dead as a doornail 

e. as cold as ice f. as changeable as the weather 

2. Use the comparisons in interesting sentences of your own. 

B LEArNiNg ABOuT LANguAgE 

More about parts of speech. 

1. Make lists of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in the passage below. 
 

Conjunctions Prepositions Interjections 

2. Copy the passage into your notebook, adding articles where necessary. 

          

 

 

                  



 

3.Robinson crusoe 
A COmprEhENSiON 

1. Answer the following questions. 

a. Daniel Defoe was famous writer, merchant, journalist, and spy, as well as a novelist and poet. He  

was born in 1660. Defoe worked at a number of trades before starting to write at the age of forty. 

(Information is contained in the ‘Note’ about the author, but pupils could be asked to conduct an 

online research or consult books in the library.) 

b. He clambered into a boat (with three others) and rowed towards the shore. A gigantic wave sank   

the boat, and he was the only one who managed to swim ashore. 

c. Robinson Crusoe swam back to the ship to get some things. He took bread, rice, cheese,  

Tools, wood, rope, nails, sails, and clothes; guns and ammunition; and sugar and flour. Pupils will 

say which items they think would have proved most useful, and why. 

d. Robinson Crusoe discovered that he was on an island when he walked up a little hill and looked 

around. From there he could see that he was on an island. 

e. Some tasks that Robinson Crusoe did on the island were building a house with a strong stockade 

round it, exploring, making a boat, learning to make pots, growing corn,  rice,  and  wheat,  and 

making bread. 

f. Some things he found on the island were wild grapes and limes, wild animals and goats, water,  

and clay. Pupils will give their own opinions about which proved most useful, and say why. 

2. Refer to the text, and answer the questions. 

a. I lay down and slept again. The sun was high in the sky when I woke up. 

i. Robinson Crusoe had slept between the two branches of a tree the night before, after he had 

been shipwrecked. 

ii. He went to sleep again beside a river, after he had drunk some water, the following morning. 

iii. He decided to return to the ship to try and bring back some things which could be useful to 

him on the island. 



                                     

 

                                  b.The next morning I walked along the shore and up a little hill. 

i. On the previous morning, Robinson Crusoe had collected many things from the 

wrecked ship, piled them on to a raft, and brought them back to the island. 

ii. He discovered that he was on the island alone, save for wild animals. 

iii. He felt lonely (without a friend in the world) and like a prisoner (it 

was an island and he had no means of getting away). 

 
                                                        WOrkiNg WiTh WOrdS 

a. Complete the following in your own words; each sentence 

should not be about Robinson Crusoe on the island, but 

about something quite different. 

The pupils will write their own sentences. There are some examples. 

i. Every day I brought items to take on my journey. 

ii. One day I set out to explore the streets of the old city. 

iii. I collected a quantity of berries from the garden. 

iv. I picked up the strong walking stick that my father had 
once used. 

v. I grew a number of crops because the ground was so 
fertile and there was a good supply of water. 

vi. Suddenly, I saw the ship turn on its side and sink. 

b. Use your dictionary to find out the difference in meaning of 

the following pairs of words. 

i. hurricane—a storm with a violent wind of 75 kilometres 
per hour 

                                    tornado—a violent storm in a small area with a 

circular motion which often                

                                    has a funnel shaped cloud 

ii. stockade—an enclosure or barrier of stakes and timbers 

                                   fort—a fortified enclosure, building, or position able to be 
defended against an                           

                                   enemy 

iii. mast—a vertical spar for supporting 

sails, rigging, flags above the deck of 

a vessel pole—long, slender, usually 

round piece of wood, metal, or other 

material 

iv. island—a mass of land that is 

surrounded by water and is smaller 



than a continent islet—a small island 

v. resolved—determined firmly 

                                              solved—found the explanation or solution to a problem 

vi. pistol—a short-barrelled handgun 

                                  rifle—a firearm having a long barrel with a spirally-

grooved interior,                    

                                     which imparts to the bullet spinning motion and 

thus greater accuracy                  

                                        over a longer range 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
LEArNiNg ABOuT LANguAgE 

ADVERBS - COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE 

The comparative forms of adverbs 

Pupils might be given some other adverbs to add to the table, but first you could 

ask them to suggest some adverbs and then try to form the comparative and 

superlative orally. Also use them in sentences. 

c. See if you can complete the following. 
 

a. quickly more quickly most quickly 

b. fortunately more fortunately most fortunately 

c. hastily more hastily most hastily 

d. pleasantly more pleasantly most pleasantly 

d. Now try these. 

These are more difficult. Let pupils have a go at them before showing them the 
correct answers. 

 

a. hard harder hardest 

b. high higher highest 

c. early earlier earliest 

d. late later latest/last 

                     IRREGULAR ADVERBS 

1. Some adverbs are irregular. They do not follow the pattern given on the 

previous page. Copy these adverbs into your notebook. 

Pupils should copy the table into their notebook. 



2. Complete the sentences using adverbs. 

Pupils will write their own sentences. Make sure appropriate adverbs are used. Some 
examples are: 

a. He drove hastily to the station because he was already late. 

b. She made a cake early this morning. 

c. He speaks English fluently. 

d. They regularly come to see us at the weekend. 

e. We rarely see them during the week. 

                        Sour grapes 
A WOrkiNg WiTh WOrdS 

Discuss the words in the poem which have an apostrophe in them. They are 

contractions. The apostrophe stands in place of a letter or letters that have been left 

out. 

1. Can you write the following in full? 

a. he will b.  has not c.  that will d. you will 

e.  does not f. I would/I had g.  they are h. might not 

i. they have j. who would/who had 

2. Discuss the meanings of these proverbs. Then try to write your own 
explanations. 

Allow the pupils to try this on their own first. Discuss what they have written, and 

correct any wrong impressions. 

a. A bad workman always blames his tools. 

Someone who does a job badly will blame anything rather than himself. 

b. Barking dogs seldom bite. 

Those who make a lot of noise and fuss will seldom do you real harm. 

 

 

c. Cross the stream where it is shallowest. 

Choose the easiest way to do something rather than the hard way. 

d. Don’t put all your eggs in one basket. 

Spread things around so that if something happens to one part, the others are safe. 

 
B LEArNiNg ABOuT LANguAgE 

If the pupils cannot remember anything about subject, object, and predicate, give 

them some examples on    the board. 

1. Underline the subjects in the following sentences. 

a. The boy climbed the mountain. 

b. The (beautiful) girl sang for half an hour. 

c. The man (in the car) wore a fine cap. 

d. A bird (in a tree nearby) was building a nest. 



e. It was a very cold morning in January. (‘It’ refers to the morning.) 

2. Pick out the objects in the following sentences. (Find the verb, and then 

ask: verb + what or who?) 

a. The boy kicked the football. 

b. The man saw a ghost. 

c. The girl played cricket. 

d. Fourteen girls sang the national anthem. 

e. Unfortunately, we never saw him in the dark. 

f. We sometimes let the dog out. 

3. Pick out the predicates in the following sentences. 

a. The bird sang sweetly in the trees. 

b. The old man sat under the tree. 

c. He listened to the singing of the birds with great joy. 

d. He slowly closed his eyes. 

e. He fell asleep with his head on a stone. 
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